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Objected Informalities 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following infomalities: 

In The Claims 

Claim 28, line 2, "a plurality patients" should be - a plurality of patients --. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7, 9-10 and 12-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Britton et a|. (5,585,642). 

Britton et al. (5,585,642) disclose, in figs. 1-9, a beamline control and security 
system for a particle beam therapy apparatus. The system includes a charged particle 
beam generator 1 1 for generating a charged particle beam; a plurality of treatment 
rooms 1-5 each having an irradiation unit 20; a first beam transport system 14; a 
plurality of second beam transport systems each having magnets or electromagnets 
(see col. 5, lines 66-67) or first shutters 23 and 29 connected in series, communicated 
between the first beam transport system 14 and the treatment rooms 1-5; a path 
switching devices 13, 15, 17, 19 and 21 which are double electromagnets or second 
shutters; a control computer 52 for controlling the first and second shutters to delivery 
the particle beam in sequence to selected one of the plurality of treatment rooms 1-5; a 
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dipole switch controller 60; power supplies A, B and C; an alternatively selecting device 
which is a mechanical switch (see col. 12, lines 27-42); and a selected treatment room 
information output device 170 for sensing the information request from the selected 
room to the computer 52 for controlling the shutters to provide the particle beam to the 
selected room. 

Claims 8 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Reasons for indicating allowable subject matter 

The prior art fails to disclose a particle beam therapy system having a shutter 
controller for controlling an open state of a first shutter into a closed state when 
radiation dose detected by a detector provided in a selected treatment room reaches a 
dose setting value as recited in claim 8; or a second shutter lighter than a first shutter as 
recited in claim 1 1 . 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1) Hiramoto et al. (6,316,776) disclose a therapy system having a shutter for 
extracting a beam; and 

2) Hartmann et al. (6,736.831) disclose a therapy system having a dose detector. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kiet T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2479. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R Lee can be reached on 571-272-2477. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. , 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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